February 26, 2013

The American people must know that
the sequester’s reach stretches to
health care research and innovation.
Hospitals around the country and those
in my district, like Duke University
Medical Center, serve an invaluable
role in the community to not only care
for those who are sick, but to research
and find cures for critical diseases such
as cancer, diabetes, and heart disease—
curable diseases that kill people every
day. Don’t let this happen.

The across-the-board cuts would
sever funding for research from organi-
zations like the National Institutes of
Health. Scientists at universities
across my district, like at Duke Uni-
versity and East Carolina University,
would not have the chance to discover
groundbreaking medical advancements
such as the one that earned Duke Uni-
versity’s Dr. Robert Leftkowitz the
2012 Nobel Prize in chemistry.

Many citizens in my district are low-
income families who are currently sur-
viving with assistance from critical
antipoverty programs like unemploy-
ment benefits, SNAP, and WIC. Low-
and middle-income families will bear
the brunt of the pain from this seques-
ter. These people deserve programs
that provide relief from financial hard-
ships. However, if Congress does not
work together to prevent sequestration
this week, these programs will lose
very significant portions of their budg-
ets.

North Carolina has an enormous
military presence; the sequester will be
felt especially hard by our men and
women in uniform and the civilians
that support military operations. Sey-
mour Johnson Air Force Base, Marine
Corps Air Station Cherry Point, and
U.S. Coast Guard Air Station Elizabeth
City, among others, will not be ready
to defend and serve our country at a
moment’s notice if we allow this to
happen.

In my State alone, cuts to the De-
partment of Defense budget will result
in 22,000 civilian DOD staff being fur-
loughed, reducing the gross pay by $117
million. Base operation funding would
be cut by $136 million, severely reduc-
ing military readiness, putting our
country at peril.

In closing, Mr. Speaker, I implore my
colleagues to work together to prevent
the impending sequestration so that we
may prevent devastating cuts to our
vital infrastructure. We are slowly but
surely building on economic recovery,
and our Nation can literally not afford
to be knocked down again by an inabil-
ity to compromise. Please, let’s get it
done.

———

RECOGNITION OF ANTHONY
TIMBERLANDS AND ARKANSAS
FORESTRY PRODUCERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Arkansas (Mr. COTTON) for 5 minutes.

Mr. COTTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today with good news from south Ar-
kansas.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

According to recent news reports,
Anthony Timberlands, a cornerstone of
the Arkansas timber and forestry prod-
ucts industry, is currently in the proc-
ess of adding a second shift to its saw-
mill in Bearden, Arkansas. This second
shift will result in the hiring of 656 new
employees in addition to creating nu-
merous other support positions within
the company and in the surrounding
area of south Arkansas.

I want to recognize Anthony
Timberlands for this exciting an-
nouncement and their longstanding
commitment to the people and the
economy of south Arkansas. But as I
reflect on Anthony Timberlands’ an-
nouncement, I can’t help but think of
how many more jobs could have been
added throughout Arkansas and the
United States if it weren’t for the ex-
cessive regulation of the Obama admin-
istration.

For example, States have worked in
conjunction with the Federal Govern-
ment for 40 years to manage forest
roads and prevent pollution with State-
managed best practices. This partner-
ship has proven effective and provided
regulatory certainty for many decades.
Unfortunately, President Obama’s EPA
wants to impose a nationwide stand-
ard, giving them the complete regu-
latory authority over an industry that
supports nearly 3 million workers and
contributes $115 billion to our economy
each year.

Under this standard, the EPA will be
able to shut down businesses that don’t
comply with their arbitrary and mis-
guided rules. States have a 40-year
track record of effectively regulating
these roads, and we should let them
continue for at least another 40.

To take another example, the EPA’s
new boiler rule demonstrates this ad-
ministration’s preference for ideology
over sound economics and business
sense. With compliance costs in excess
of $3 billion and 105,000 jobs threatened,
this rule inflicts unnecessary costs on
our economy at a time when we can
least afford it.

In addition, our timber producers
have no guarantee that EPA won’t
move the goalpost once again and re-
open the regulations as they have in
the past. What timber and forestry
product companies want—what all
businesses want, for that matter—is
certainty, not more regulation. They
need to know that investment in a new
factory or new equipment today means
they can keep using it once it’s built
instead of living in fear of the govern-
ment closing their doors tomorrow.
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These companies aren’t asking for
special preferences or another $800 bil-
lion in failed stimulus funds; they’re
simply asking for predictable and fair
rule of law, not arbitrary regulation.

Mr. Speaker, companies like An-
thony Timberlands provide quality jobs
and lasting economic growth for places
like south Arkansas and the rest of
America, despite the obstacles the
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Obama administration has put in their
place. I look forward to working with
my colleagues to eliminate burden-
some regulations and red tape that
slow growth, hurt communities and di-
minish opportunity. We should cele-
brate companies that empower hard-
working Americans to do what they do
best: create high quality products that
lead the world.

———

THE GARDEN CLUB OF AMERICA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, as
we lurch into another series of artifi-
cial crises surrounding budget seques-
tration, there is a bright spot this
week. We will witness an amazing se-
ries of visits on Capitol Hill by mem-
bers of the Garden Club of America.
Celebrating their 100th year as a na-
tional organization established in 1913,
there is no more awesome group of cit-
izen lobbyists than these women from
all across America.

I first encountered the women’s gar-
den club in the person of the late
Nancy Russell, who was a member of
the Portland Garden Club and a fero-
cious, tenacious advocate for the pro-
tection of the national treasure that is
the Columbia River Gorge. Nancy’s
personal commitment, insight, drive
and passion made it possible for politi-
cians in both parties to enact historic
unique legislation protecting the mag-
nificent Columbia River Gorge and es-
tablishing a framework of protection
for generations to come.

Nancy would marshal her argument
with facts, was an expert at generating
positive publicity, could turn on the
charm, and if that didn’t work, she
could play hardball politics with the
best of them. Imagine my surprise and
delight in coming to Congress when I
found that there were other advo-
cates—although there will never be an-
other Nancy Russell—there are other
women from across America who had
their own commitment, passion, zeal,
focus and follow-through who were en-
riching their communities while they
helped the national conservation dis-
cussion.

The Garden Club has a broad and am-
bitious agenda seeking to promote our
open spaces, and zealous in their sup-
port for our threatened National Park
System. They’re strong advocates and
protectors of the Land and Water Con-
servation Act and the LWCF funds that
have so rarely been fully budgeted in
the program’s 50 years.

Now, global warming inspires heated
rhetoric here on Capitol Hill. And
while garden club members are deeply
concerned about weather instability
caused by climate change, they do so
with a calm, clear, dispassionate view
of the facts in a way that should in-
spire and encourage everybody here in
Congress.

For years, they have advocated for a
farm bill that was stronger in the areas
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